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OUTLINE	
Ø  WHAT	DOES	IT	MEAN	“THIRD	MISSION”	(TM)?	

The	activities	of	the	TM	and	the	evaluation	system	

ANVUR	and	its	role	

Ø  TM	AND	THE	ORDINARY	FINANCING	FUND	(FFO)		
Ø  TECHNOLGICAL	TRANSFER	AND	THE	“NETVAL”	
Ø  PUBLIC	ENGAGEMENT	and	THE	“ApeNET”	
Ø  TM	AT	THE	DEPT.	OF	ECONOMICS		OF	UNIFG	



Third	Mission	means	 the	 set	of	 activities	with	which	
universities	enter	into	direct	interaction	with	society,	
providing	 a	 contribution	 that	 is	 connected	with	 the	
traditional	teaching	and	research	missions.	

Ø  WHAT	DOES	IT	MEAN	“THIRD	MISSION”	(TM)?	

SOURCE:	ANVUR,	La	terza	missione	nelle	università	e	negli	enti	di	ricerca	italiani,		
Documento	di	lavoro	del	workshop	del	12	aprile	2013	



THE	THIRD	MISSION	IS	AN	INSTITUTIONAL	RESPONSIBILITY	TO	WHICH	
EACH	UNIVERSITY	RESPONDS	IN	A	DIFFERENT	WAY,	ACCORDING	TO	

ITS	SPECIFIC	CHARACTERISTICS.	

To	implement	TM	activies,	universities	have	to		interact	with:	
Ø  Firms/Enterprises/Business		
Ø  Public	entities	
Ø  Indistinct	audience	of	non-specialist	

Consequenlty:	
No	students	enrolled	in	study	courses	(typical	teaching	activity)	
No	scientific	community	(typical	research	activity)	



ü  THE	REDUCTION	OF	PUBLIC	FUNDING	
ü NEO-LIBERAL	POLICIES;	
ü  EU	IN	GUIDING	RESEARCH;	
ü CHANGES	IN	KNOWLEDGE	PRODUCTION,		
ü  “KNOWLEDGE	 SOCIETY"	 AND	 "SCIENTIFICATION"	

OF	PRODUCTION	PROCESSES	

THE	ACTIVITIES	ARE	NOT	NEW	AND	THEY	WERE	TIPICAL	OF	
THECNICAL	UNIVERSITIES	



NETVAL	
Network	for	the	Research	Valorization 

ApeNET	
Network	for	the	Public	Engagement 

ANVUR	
National	Evaluation	Agency	of	the	University	and	Research	System	

IMPORTANCE	IN	ITALY	DUE	TO:	



ANVUR	and	its	role	

It	 was	 established	 by	 the	 article	 2,	 paragraph	 138,	 of	 the	 Decree	 Law	 no.	 262,	
converted,	with	modifications,	by	Law	in	November	24,	2006,	no.	286.	But,	only	
in	June	2010	the	ANVUR	Regulations	were	approved.	

Paragraph	 138:	 external	 evaluation	 of	 the	 quality	 of	 the	 activities	 of	
universities	 and	 public	 and	 private	 research	 institutions	 receiving	 public	
funding,	on	 the	basis	of	 an	annual	program	approved	by	 the	Minister	of	
'(Education),	University	and	Research	”;	
Paragraph	 139:	 provides	 that	 "the	 results	 of	 the	 ANVUR	 evaluation	
activities	constitute	a	reference	criterion	for	the	allocation	of	state	funding	
to	universities	and	research	bodies"	



ANVUR	AND	VQR		
(Research	Quality	Assessment)		

The	Research	Quality	Assessment	 (VQR)	project	concerns	 the	evaluation	
of	 the	 results	 of	 scientific	 research	 and,	 today	 also	 the	 Third	 Mission,	
carried	 out	 in	 limited	 periods	 by	 universities,	 by	 public	 research	 bodies	
supervised	by	MIUR	and	by	other	public	and	private	research	entities.	

=>	(2004-2010);	=>	(2011-2014	);	=>	(2015-2019)		

The	2015-2019	VQR	is	currently	underway.	



The	evaluation	of	the	research	products	of	the	reference	period	of	the	call	
is	carried	out	among	peers,	organized	into	Evaluation	Expert	Groups	(GEV).	
	
The	evaluation	is	based	on	criteria	of	originality,	methodological	rigour	and	
impact	-	certified	or	potential	-	on	the	scientific	community	of	reference.		

The	VQR	results	are	used	by	the	Ministry	to	decide	on	the	allocation	of	an	
important	share	of	ORDINARY	FINANCING	FUND	which,	as	established	by	
Italian	Law	98/2013,	increases	year	by	year,	up	to	a	maximum	of	30%.	

The	ORDINARY	FINANCING	FUND	(FFO)	is	intended	to	cover	the	
institutional	and	operating	expenses	of	the	academic	system	and	research.	







TM	ACTIVITIES	VALUABLE	FOR	UNIVERSITY	AND	DEPARTMENT	





Ø  TM	AND	THE	ORDINARY	FINANCING	FUND	(FFO)		
Ministerial	Decree	n.	289	of	03-25-2021	

General	guidelines	of	the	three-year	programming	of	the	university	system	for	the	three-
year	period	2021-2023.	

ARTICLE	4		
UNIVERSITY	PROGRAMS	-	OBJECTIVES	B	AND	E	(STATE	UNIVERSITIES	ONLY)		

	
The	resources,	equal	to	100	million	euros	for	2021	and	200	million	euros	for	each	of	
the	years	2022	and	2023,	are	for	supporting	the	free	and	basic	research	activities	of	
the	universities	for	70%,	while	the	remaining	30%	to	promote	research	globally	and	
enhance	 the	 contribution	 to	 the	 country's	 competitiveness	 (among	 which	
Technological	and	Knowledge	transfer,	that	means	TM).	



The	fundamental	aim	of	Netval	is	the	dissemination	of	information	
and	culture	of	the	Technologicla	Transfer	in	Italy	through	initiatives	
aimed	at	putting	the	Technology	Transfer	Offices	(UTT)	in	contact	-	
with	each	other	and	with	third	parties	-	through	meetings,	training	
courses,	conferences	and	participation	to	thematic	groups.	

NETVAL	
Network	for	the	Research	Valorization 



NetVAL’s	
Members		(n=89)	
October	2020	

UNIFG	



ApeNET	
Network	for	the	Public	Engagement 

The	main	purpose	of	the	Network	is	to	disseminate,	promote	and	
enhance	 culture	 and	 good	 practices	 in	 Public	 Engagement	
actions.	

The	 challenge	 is	 to	 define	 their	 contours,	 trying	 to	 build	 a	
dataset	 of	 common	 ideas	 and	 experiences	 on	 the	 PE	 and	 to	
communicate	them.		



UNIFG	

ApeNet	
Members		(n=50)	
October	2020	



https://
www.economia.unifg.it/it/

terza-missione	

Ø  TM	AT	THE	DEPT.	OF	ECONOMICS		OF	UNIFG	



University of Foggia – 
 Department of Economics  

mariarosaria.lombardi@unifg.it  

Thank	you	for	the	
attention!	


